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Some recent studies suggest that prosody may affect early stages of reading acquisition (e.g., see the Journal of Research in Reading 2006 monograph). Furthermore, prosodic skills may also help to automate some reading tasks (e.g., stress assignment or syntactic processing). If so, prosody should also be related to adult reading performance. This study aimed to test that hypothesis. It used phonological awareness (oddity and deletion) and stress awareness tasks (i.e., to indicate the stressed syllable in a three-syllable word). Dependent variables were performance at reading comprehension and reading aloud pseudowords. Results showed that stress awareness explained a significant amount of variance for pseudoword reading scores (reaction times). This datum is discussed in the context of the role of prosodic skills in the acquisition and automation of reading prosody. 
