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Abstract: Reading comprehension is the failed subject in Spanish reading
learning (Pisa, 2006). Prosody is a factor related to reading
comprehension, and rhythm is considered as a prosody component. Recent
studies have shown the contribution of rhythm to the development of
reading skills (David, Wade-Wolley, Kirby and Smithrim, 2006). Research
aim was to determine if rhythm makes an independent contribution to the
variance of reading ability. MCP and rhythm -without linguistic
component-, decoding, reading fluency and reading comprehension were
evaluated in 66 Spanish third graders. Hierarchical regression analysis
showed that MCP explains a significant part of the variance, but
independently rhythm explains another significant part of the variance of
the dependent variables. Results suggest that rhythm plays a role in
reading ability, in general, and reading comprehension, in particular.
Rhythm role is discussed.

