
COMPENSATION STRATEGIES } GUESSING INTELLIGENTLY 

 

USING LINGUISTIC CLUES: 

 Seeking and using language-based clues in order to guess 

the meaning of what is heard or read in the target language, in the 

absence of complete knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, or other 

target language elements. Language-based clues may come from 

aspects of the target language that the learner already knows, from 

the learners’ own language, or from another language. 

 

USING OTHER CLUES: 

 Seeking and using clues that are not language-based in 

order to guess the meaning of what is heard or read in the target 

language, in the absence of complete knowledge of vocabulary, 

grammar, or other target language elements. Non-language clues 

may come from a wide variety of sources: knowledge of context, 

situation, text structure, personal relationships, topics, or general 

world knowledge.  

 


