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1. Qualifications: 
 
Bachelor of Medicine, University of Granada (1985) 
Ph. D., University of Granada (1992)  
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine 
(London, 1994)  
 
 
2. Position: 
 
Professor of the History of Science. University of Granada 

 
 
3. Current and recent research projects funded: 
 
3.1. Asbestos' risks in Spain (1960-2002) 
Funded by the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation, Project code 
HAR2009-07543. From January 2010 to December 2013. Project Leader. 
 
3.2. The Fight against Silicosis in Spain (1930-1975) 
Funded by the Spanish Ministry of Education and Science, Project code 
HUM2006-02885/HIST. From October 2006 to December 2009. Project Leader. 
 
3.3. Phoenix European Thematic Network on Health and Social Welfare Policy. 
Working Group «Health, Social Welfare, and NGOs». 
Funded by the European Union, Socrates programme, Project code 226004-
CP-1-2005-1-PT-ERASMUS TN. From November 2005 to March 2009. Project 
Coordinator: Laurinda Abreu (University of Évora) 
 
3.4. Identifying Trends in European Medical Space: Contribution of European 
Social and Human Sciences (Coordinated project) 



Funded by the European Union, Project code SETN-2002-00010. From January 
2003 to June 2005. Project Coordinator: Centre de Sociologie de l'Innovation 
(ARMINES, Paris) 
 
 
 
4. Recent and forthcoming publications 

4.1. Articles in peer reviewed journals 

MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. In the Beginning was Almadén: the Origins of 
Occupational Medicine in Spain. Revista de Medicina y Seguridad del Trabajo 
2014, Suplemento 2 [forthcoming] (Spanish) 

SÁNCHEZ-VÁZQUEZ, Luis; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Nuclear energy 
in the public sphere: anti-nuclear movements vs. industrial lobbies in Spain 
(1962-1979). Minerva.  Published on line 30 November 2014. 

GARCÍA GÓMEZ, Montserrat; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo; CASTAÑEDA 
LÓPEZ, Rosario. Asbestos-related occupational cancers compensated under 
the Spanish National Insurance system, 1978-2011. International Journal of 
Occupational and Environmental Health. Epub ahead of print, 21 Oct 2014. 

MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Review of Lead Wars. The Politics of Science 
and the Fate of America’s Children. By Gerald Markowitz and David Rosner. 
Ambix 2014; 61 (3): 312-313. 

LÓPEZ-ABENTE, Gonzalo; GARCÍA-GÓMEZ, Montserrat; MENÉNDEZ-
NAVARRO, Alfredo et al. Pleural cancer mortality in Spain: time-trends and 
updating of predictions up to 2020. BMC Cancer, 2013; 13: 528. 

MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo; SÁNCHEZ VÁZQUEZ, Luis. Radiological 
protection in the Spanish nuclear industry under Franco, 1939-1975. História, 
Ciências, Saúde – Manguinhos 2013; 20 (3): 797-812. 

GARCÍA GÓMEZ, Montserrat; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo; CASTAÑEDA 
LÓPEZ, Rosario. Recognition of asbestosis as an occupational disease in 
Spain (1962-2010). Revista Española de Salud Pública 2012; 86: 613-625 
(Spanish) 

MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Spanish medical literature on asbestos risk 
during Franco regime. Asclepio, 2012; 64: 7-36. (Spanish) 

G. BENAVIDES, Fernando; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo; DELCLOS, Jordi; 
LUQUE, Manuel. Scientific evidence and legal liability in occupational health: 
indemnity claim based on lack of safety and hygiene controls after a worker’s 
death due to mesothelioma. Archivos de Prevención de Riesgos Laborales 
2012; 15 (2): 86-89. (Spanish) 



MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. A Camel through the Eye of a Needle: 
Expertise and the Late Recognition of Asbestos-Related Diseases. International 
Journal of Health Services 2011; 41 (1), 121-135. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Review of BARONA Josep Lluís; 
BERNABEU–MESTRE, Josep.  La salud y el estado: el movimiento sanitario 
internacional y la administración española (1851-1945), València, Universitat de 
València, 2008. Medical History 2009; 53 (3): 438-439. 
 
RODRÍGUEZ-OCAÑA, Esteban; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Hookworm 
in Rural Spain, 1910-1960: Shifting Paradigms around the Civil War. Journal of 
Epidemiology and Community Health 2009; 63: 670-674. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. The politics of silicosis in interwar Spain: 
Republican and Francoist approaches to occupational health. Dynamis 2008; 
28: 77-102. 
 
CASTLEMAN, Barry; ALLEN, Barbara; BARCA, Stefania; BOHME, Susana R.; 
HENRY, Emmanuel; KAUR, Amarjit; MASSARD-GUILBAUD, Geneviève; 
MELLING, Joseph; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo; RENFREW, Daniel; 
SANTIAGO, Myrna; SELLERSM Christopher; TWEEDALE, Geoffrey; ZALIK, 
Anna. Code of Sustainable Practice in Occupational and Environmental Health 
and Safety for Corporations. International Journal of Occupational and 
Environmental Health 2008; 14: 234-235. 

MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Review of MCIVOR, Arthur; JOHNSTON, 
Ronald. Miners’Lung. A History of Dust Disease in British Coal Mining, 
Aldershot, Ashgate, 2007. Dynamis 2008; 28: 469-471. (Spanish) 

MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. Atoms for Peace … and for Medicine: The 
popularisation of medical uses of nuclear energy in Spain. Revista Española de 
Medicina Nuclear 2007; 26 (6): 385-399. (Spanish) 

MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. Alice--A Fight for Life (1982) and the Public 
Perception of the Occupational Risks of Asbestos. Journal of Medicine and 
Movies 2007; 3 (2): 49-56. 

RODRÍGUEZ OCAÑA, Esteban; MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. Hygiene 
against Miners' Anemia. The Fight against Ancylostomiasis in Spain (1897-
1936). Asclepio 2006; 58 (1): 219-248. (Spanish) 

MEDINA DOMÉNECH, Rosa M.ª; MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. Cinematic 
representations of medical technologies in the Spanish official newsreel, 1943-
1970. Public Understanding of Science 2005; 14: 393-408. 

 

4.2. Book Chapters 



MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Du déni à la flatterie : La reconnaissance de 
la pneumoconiose du houilleur comme maladie professionnelle en Espagne 
(1930-1944). In: Judith Rainhorn (dir.), Santé et travail à la mine, XIXe-XXIe 
siècles, Lille, Presses universitaires du Septentrion; 2014, pp.131-149. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Global Markets and Local Conflicts in 
Mercury Mining: Industrial Restructuring and Workplace Hazards at Almaden 
Mines in the Early 20th Century. In: Christopher Seller and Joseph Melling 
(eds), Dangerous Trades: Histories of Industrial Hazard across a Globalizing 
World, Philadelphia, Temple University Press, 2012, pp. 47-59. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Culpabilizar a las victimas: los carteles de 
prevención de accidentes del trabajo en el periodo de entreguerras. In: 
Castejón Bolea, Ramón; Perdiguero Gil, Enrique; Piqueras, José Luis, eds. Las 
Imágenes de la Salud: Cartelismo sanitario en España (1910-1950). Alicante, 
Instituto Alicantino de Cultura Juan Gil-Albert / CSIC, 2012, pp.71-80. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Not All Roads Lead to Rome: The Anglo-
Saxon Historiographical Debate on Asbestos Risks. In: Arón Cohen (ed.), Work 
and Occupational Hazards in the Contemporary World: Knowledge, Coding, 
Intervention and Management. Barcelona: Icària editorial, Publicacions and 
Edicions de la Universitat de Barcelona, 2012,  pp. 313-334 (Spanish) 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Occupational Health in the First Francoism 
(1939-1953). In: Paul Blanc and Brian Dolan (eds.), At Work in the World. 
Proceedings of the Fourth International Conference on the History of 
Occupational and Environmental Health. San Francisco: Perspectives in 
Medical Humanities, University of California Medical Humanities Consortium, 
University of California Press, 2012, pp. 93-97. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Challenging the ‘blind spots’ of expertise: 
locally produced knowledge and asbestos hazard management in Spain (1975-
1984). In: Paul Blanc and Brian Dolan (eds.), At Work in the World. Proceedings 
of the Fourth International Conference on the History of Occupational and 
Environmental Health. San Francisco: Perspectives in Medical Humanities, 
University of California Medical Humanities Consortium, University of California 
Press, 2012, pp. 175-178. 
 
MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. Iluminando los ángulos muertos del 
conocimiento experto: la experiencia obrera y la gestión de los riesgos del 
amianto durante la transición democrática española. In: Porras Gallo, M.I.; 
Gutiérrez Rodilla, B.; Ayarzagüena Sanz, M.; de las Heras Salord, J. (eds.), 
Transmisión del conocimiento médico e internacionalización de las prácticas 
sanitarias: una reflexión histórica, Ciudad Real, Sociedad Española de Historia 
de la Medicina, 2011, pp. 137-140. 
 
ASTRAIN GALLART, Mikel; MENÉNDEZ-NAVARRO, Alfredo. La cobertura 
mediática de los riesgos del amianto en la prensa española. El caso de El País 
(1976-2010). En: Porras Gallo, M.I.; Gutiérrez Rodilla, B.; Ayarzagüena Sanz, 
M.; de las Heras Salord, J. (eds.), Transmisión del conocimiento médico e 



internacionalización de las prácticas sanitarias: una reflexión histórica, Ciudad 
Real, Sociedad Española de Historia de la Medicina, 2011, pp. 517-519. 
 
MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. Hospitales de empresa: los primeros pasos 
de la medicina del trabajo. In: Trabajo y salud: desde la protección a la 
prevención, Madrid, Instituto Nacional de Seguridad e Higiene en el Trabajo, 
Fundación Francisco Largo Caballero, Mutua Fraternidad-Muprespa, 2010, pp. 
328-345. 
 
MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. La colaboración sanitaria internacional: 
reflexiones y propuestas desde la historia. In: R. Campos, L. Montiel, R. 
Huertas (coords.), Medicina, ideología e historia en España (siglos XVI-XXI), 
Madrid, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, 2007, pp. 51-75. 

MENÉNDEZ NAVARRO, Alfredo. Biography of Gaspar Casal Julián. In: W. F. 
Bynum; H. Bynum (eds.), Dictionary of Medical Biography, Westport, 
Greenwood Press, 2007, vol. 2, pp. 312-313. 

 

5. Conference papers and invited lectures 

«Asbestos, cancer and workers’ mobilizations during the transition to 
democracy in Spain». European Social Science History Conference 2014. 
Vienna, April 2014. 
 
«Asbestos: from occupational issue to an environmental risk, 1960-1980» 
(Spanish). Seminar Toxic Atmospheres: Environmental and occupational health 
in the industrial age. The López Piñero Institute for the History of Medicine and 
Science. Valencia, September 2013 
 
«Risking lives at work … and at home: changing patterns in the public 
perception of asbestos hazards in Spain, 1962-1984». EAHMH Conference 
2013. Risk and disaster in Medicine and Health. Libon, September 2013. 

«Asbestos, cancer and workers’ mobilizations during the transition to 
democracy in Spain”. Maladies Industrielles & Mobilisations Collectives, 
séminaire de sciences sociales, 2012-2013. Paris, February 2013. 

«Asbestos hazards and the media in Spain during the transition to democracy». 
8th STEP Meeting. Corfu, June 2012. 

«Contesting expertise from locally produced knowledge: Asbestos hazard 
management in Spain during the transition to democracy». 4th International 
Conference of the European Society for the History of Science. Barcelona, 
November 2010. 

«Occupational Health in the First Francoism (1939-1953)». 4th International 
Conference on the History of Occupational and Environmental Health, San 
Francisco, June 2010. 

http://www.eahmhconference2013.uevora.pt/
http://www.eahmhconference2013.uevora.pt/
http://www.csu.cnrs.fr/sites/csu/upload/Seminaire-maladie-indus-2010-2013.pdf
http://www.csu.cnrs.fr/sites/csu/upload/Seminaire-maladie-indus-2010-2013.pdf


«Challenging the ‘blind spots’ of expertise: locally produced knowledge and 
asbestos hazard management in Spain (1975-1984)». 4th International 
Conference on the History of Occupational and Environmental Health, San 
Francisco, June 2010. 

«Medical Technologies and National Identity in the Visual Representations of 
NO-DO. 1943-1953». Course A Regime in Images: Francoism through the 
Spanish Official Newsreel NO-DO. Autonomous University of Madrid, Madrid, 
April 2010 

«Coping with Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis in Franco Spain, 1944-1975». 
European Social Science History Conference 2010. Ghent, April 2010. 

«The Politics of Dust Suppression in Spanish Coal Mining, 1944-1975». XXIII 
International Congress of History of Science and Technology «Ideas and 
Instruments in Social Context». Budapest, July 2009. 

«Nuclear medical technologies on the screen: using Spanish official newsreel 
(NO-DO) as a source for the history of the public image of radioactivity in 
Franco Spain» 5th European Spring School of History of Science and 
Popularization “Radioactivity in the public sphere”. Mahón, May 2009. 

«’A camel through the eye of a needle’: Expertise and the late recognition of 
asbestos related diseases». Summer Course Health and Environmental 
Impacts of Asbestos, University of Santander, July 2008. 

«Global Markets and Local Conflicts in Mercury Mining: Industrial Restructuring 
and Workplace Hazards at Almaden Mines in the Early 20th Century». 
Conference Dangerous Trade: Histories of Industrial Hazard Across A 
Globalizing World, Stony Brook University, December  2007. 

«Health insurance and political repression: coping with occupational health in 
Franco Spain». Phoenix Network meeting «Between humanitarian action and 
social empowerment in health and welfare: The cases of NGOs and of 
Integrative Care», Barcelona, November 2007. 

«An epidemic out of focus: Ancylostomiasis in rural Spain, 1910-1960». 
Conference of the European Association for the History of Medicine and Health 
«Environment, Health and History», London, September 2007. 

«Bringing the lab to the workplace: labour conflicts and management culture at 
Almaden mercury mines in the early 20th century». The Centre for Medical 
History, University of Exeter, May 2007. 

«The politics of silicosis in interwar Spain: Republican and Francoist 
approaches to occupational health». Interwar Health Network Workshop «Crisis 
as opportunities in interwar health?». University of Granada, April 2007.  



«’A camera for our friend the Atom’: The popularisation of medical applications 
of nuclear energy in the Spanish Official Newsreel». Symposium of the Spanish 
Society of the History of Medicine, Barcelona, January, 2007. 

«Autarky, health insurance and political repression: The Silicosis Scheme in 
Early Francoist Spain, 1941-1960». International Conference «Working with 
Dust: Health, Dust & Diseases in the History of Occupational Health». The 
Centre for Medical History, University of Exeter, April 2006. 

 

6. Other transference activities 

Title: Campaign to rise public awareness of occupational and environmental 
asbestos risks 
Funded By: CICODE, University of Granada 
October 2010-September 2011 
Principal Investigator: Alfredo Menéndez-Navarro 
Results: Online course Asbestos Occupational and Environmental Cancer: 
Recognition and Prevention http://fugaz.ugr.es/amianto/ 

 

7. Teaching: 

7.1. Undergraduate Courses 

History of Medicine (Faculty of Medicine) 

Machines, doctors and patients: Medical technologies and health care 
(Seminar, Faculty of Medicine) 

Cinema, History and Medicine (Seminar, Faculty of Medicine) 

History of Science and Scientific Information (School of Documentation and 
Librarianship) 

Technoscience, Medicine and Culture (Faculty of History) 

Technologies and Development (School of Civil Engineers) 

Science, Technology and Society (Faculty of Translation and Interpreting) 

 

7.2. Graduate Courses 

Governance and Health in Contemporary Spain (Master in History, University of 
Granada) 

http://fugaz.ugr.es/amianto
http://fugaz.ugr.es/amianto


Occupational Health in Modern and Contemporary World (Doctorate 
Programme ‘Health: Anthropology and History) 

Cultures of Prevention in the Workplace (Doctorate Programme ‘Health: 
Anthropology and History’) 

History of Occupational Medicine (School of Occupational Medicine) 

 

8. Editorial Posts: 

Editor of Dynamis. Acta Hispanica ad Medicinae Scientiarumque Historiam 
Illustrandam (Granada). 

Member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Medicine and Movies 
(Salamanca). 

 

9. International & National Committees: 

Scientific Secretary of the International Commission on Occupational Health 
(ICOH) Scientific Committee on The History of Prevention of Occupational and 
Environmental Diseases. 

Member of Centre for Medical History Advisory Board, University of Exeter. 

Member of the Executive Board of the Spanish Society for the History of 
Medicine 

http://www.icohweb.org/site_new/ico_homepage.asp
http://www.icohweb.org/site_new/ico_scientific_committee_detail.asp?sc=10
http://www.icohweb.org/site_new/ico_scientific_committee_detail.asp?sc=10
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/medhist/staff.shtml
http://www.sehm.es/?lang=en
http://www.sehm.es/?lang=en

