
FAULT ROCKS 
 

 
cohesive           incohesive1 
 
 

 strong schistosity  weak or absent schistosity      
 
              clay-rich       clay-poor 
 mylonite2      cohesive cataclasite      pseudotachylite                   incohesive cataclasite           incohesive cataclasite 
 
 
 ultramylonite    cohesive ultracataclasite          fault gouge   incohesive ultracataclasite4 
 mesomylonite    cohesive mesocataclasite3         incohesive mesocataclasite3 
 protomylonite    cohesive protocataclsite3         incohesive protocatclasite3 
 augen mylonite 
 phyllonite 
 
 

1. incohesive (incoherent, friable, uncemented): capable of being broken into component granules with fingers or with the aid of 
a pen knife. 

2. cohesive and foliated cataclasite is indistinguishable in the field from a mylonite. 
3. coarse-grained cataclasite may also be termed ‘fault breccia’ (with the prefix cohesive or incohesive). 
4. incohesive very fine grained ultracataclasite may also be termed ‘fault gouge’. 
 
Note: the incohesive rock names may be subdivided into foliated and non-foliated varieties. 
 

 
Figure 1. Classification of fault rocks 


