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Resumen

Este texto argumentara que, aunque la tensién entre acceso masivo y calidad media en la
Educacion Secundaria existe en potencia o como tendencia, la evidencia parece indicar que
la mayoria de paises, en realidad, afrontan la responsabilidad de esta eleccion de modo
razonablemente satisfactorio. La reconciliacion del acceso (o equidad) con la calidad es un
asunto de una politica guiadas con propésitos, y es algo que ha sido logrado cuando los
paises ponen en practica politicas donde el debate y la experimentacion dan como
resultado mejoras conjuntas en el acceso y la calidad. Este desequilibrio resalta el hecho
de que la tensidn entre acceso y calidad es real y que solo puede ser superado con unos
cambios de politica conscientes y trabajados y con esfuerzos en la implementacion. La
region en cuestion es el sur de Africa. Sin embargo en esa region, Sudafrica parece
paradigmatico. El texto investigara el tipico desequilibrio en el sur de Africa (y sudafricano
especialmente) entre acceso y calidad, se sugerird que este desequilibrio pueda ser un
ejemplo cautelar para otros paises que se adentran en la masificacion secundaria,
explicando lo que esta haciendo Sudafrica actualmente para solventar el desequilibrio
entre acceso y calidad.
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Abstract

This paper will argue that, even if this tradeoff between mass access and average quality
exists as a potential, or as a tendency, the evidence seems to indicate that most countries
actually deal with the tradeoff reasonably successfully. The reconciliation of access (or
equity) and quality is a matter of purposive policy, and is something that has been
achieved when countries take policy courses where debate and experimentation result in
improvements in both access and quality. But some countries (in fact, one particular set of
countries) are an interesting and important exception—they show an important imbalance
between access and quality. This imbalance illustrates the fact that the tension is between
access and quality is real, and can only be overcome with conscious and hard-fought policy
changes and implementation efforts. The region in question is Southern Africa. Within that
region, South Africa seems paradigmatic. The paper will explore the typically Southern
African (and South African specifically) imbalance between access and quality, will suggest
that this imbalance may be a cautionary tale for other countries embarking on the
massification of secondary education, and will explain what South Africa is doing at
present to consciously attempt to redress the imbalance between access and quality.
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